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Science & Opinion

The Champion 
Holford Pine at 
RHS Garden Wisley

The Royal Horticultural Society’s Garden 
Wisley is perhaps the most diverse garden 
in the country, with virtually every facet of 
horticulture represented, arboriculture being 
one of them. Wisley is home to one of the 
broadest tree collections in the UK, with over 
350 different genera throughout the garden, 
which attracts almost a million visitors each 
year.

Nick Bell, Arb Team Leader at RHS Garden Wisley in Surrey

The cones of RHS Wisley’s 
champion Holford pine.

The BMW Art Car by Frank Stella, 1976
At the early age of 14, Frank Stella, who 
was born in Malden, Massachusetts in 1936, 
began studying art at the Phillips Academy in 
Andover, USA. 
After studying history at Princeton University, 
USA, he set up a studio in New York. It was then 
that the “Transitional Paintings” and “Black 
Paintings” emerged. At the age of 23, he held his 
own exhibition in the Museum of Modern Art in 
New York. During the sixties his “post-abstract” 
pop art colour paintings took their place in art 
history. From 1960 to 1980 Stella exhibited his 
work all over the world. 

He later devoted most of his time to relief 
paintings.

When designing the BMW 3.0 CSL, Stella 
disassociated himself from his random style to 
seek inspiration from the technical fascination 
of the racing coupé. He created a black and 
white square grid, its precision reminiscent 
of oversized graph paper. This graph paper 
pattern ran across the entire bodywork, formally 
capturing and accurately describing every 
curve and every indentation. The design of the 
Art Car marked the turning point into three-
dimensionality.

In 1976, Stella’s coupé took part in the 
24-hour race at Le Mans – a particularly 
exceptional premiere for the work of such an 
ardent motor racing enthusiast. Unfortunately, 
however, as a result of technical problems, 
the car did not achieve a placing, as was also 
the case in the 500 km race at Dijon on 5th 
September 1976.

“My design is like a 
blueprint transferred 
onto the bodywork.” 

Frank Stella

Words and photography by BMW AG
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Frank Stella – The BMW 3.0 CSL
• six-cylinder inline engine
• 4 valves per cylinder
• twin overhead camshafts
• displacement: 3210 cm_
• power output: 750 bhp
• top speed: 341 km/h
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In the past several limbs had been 

propped with lengths of yew wood and 

two cables had been installed to keep 

the trunk from splitting. In February 

one of the two cable braces failed and 

a large crack appeared in the trunk of 

the tree. This was noticed by one of 

the site wardens and the council’s tree 

team were informed. 

During the tree inspection close attention 

was paid to the pattern of the crack to 

ascertain which part of the tree had 

moved and in what direction. The trunk 

is very large and mostly hollow. There 

are two distinct stems, one much larger 

than the other. The cable that failed 

was between the two stems and when 

it snapped a large longitudinal crack 

opened – approximately 5cm wide at the 

top and tapering as it extended down by 

approximately 1m, at which point there was 

some sheer cracking. The crown of the 

tree is asymmetric; the trunk leans and the 

majority of the crown is to the south-east 

of the trunk. It appeared to us that the tree 

had moved towards the south-west.

Just 2 miles from the centre of Bristol, the 

Ashton Court estate is a major recreational 

area for Bristol and North Somerset. With 

over 1.6 million visitors annually, it is the 

UK’s third busiest country park. With this 

many visitors an unstable tree requires 

attention to protect the visiting public. 

After the inspection it was clear that 

swift action was needed to stop the tree 

from collapsing. We decided that the 

best approach would be to replace the 

old props to prevent the tree from falling 

down. Two temporary braces comprised 

of ropes with webbing stops were installed 

immediately to try to stop further cracking 

before the props were installed. We also 

installed an acro prop as a temporary 

support for the largest limb. The area 

around the tree was fenced off to prevent 

visitors from entering the target zone.

We contacted Rupert Newman of a local 

firm called Westwind Oak who specialise 

in making handcrafted oak buildings 

(www.westwindoak.com). They designed 

the props with us and with help from two 

structural engineers.

We decided to make the props out of 

very chunky oak beams (25cm × 15cm). 

Several designs were discussed and finally 

we decided to go for an A-frame with a 

scissor head. The A-frame design has 

been used to give each prop extra stability. 

The scissor head was used because trees 

such as this have the potential to move in 

several directions, and in this case there 

was a real risk of torsion loading causing 

the tree to twist (several of the old yew 

props had started to lean). Interestingly 

a similar design has been used to prop 

the famous Ketts Oak in Norfolk; that was 

propped in the 1960s with a single prop 

and it remains standing today.

The type of foundations to use was 

a cause for concern. The engineers 

recommended concrete foundations dug 

into the ground. We were against this as 

it could cause significant root damage. 

We considered screw-piles but decided 

against them because we would have had 

to employ contractors to install them in 

precise locations and it would also have 

required precision in the placing of the 

The two largest props required mechanical assistance to put in place.

The cracks are in two locations around the trunk. 

First crack

Second crack
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It’s a Le Mans World

Zoos are great, but wildlife reserves are 

better. To see animals in their natural habitat 

is always better than seeing them on display. 

And so it is with classic cars, which is what 

makes Le Mans Classic so special. 

The classic car spotting starts on the drive down to 

the port. As we get closer the number of classics seen 

in their natural habitat steadily increases, until in the 

queue for the ferry classic cars are in the majority. 

Once across the Channel and en route to Le Mans we 

continually pass, and get passed by, classics in the 

wild. The Ferrari F40 is a wonderful car to see at a 

show, but it’s so much more impressive when you are 

passed by one driven at full tilt, as its maker intended.

We made the trip to Le Mans in a group of seven 

cars, three of them old BMWs: Martin Rogers’ E3 

2500, Steve House’s E12 M535i and my E9 CSL. Driving 

old cars long distances is much more involved than 

driving a modern. We were fortunate to off-load heavy 

kit into the moderns so as not to stress the old frames 

too much, but we still drove with half an eye on the 

gauges and nostrils flared, ears pricked for unusual 

smells or sounds (“Is that clutch smell me or the TR4 

ahead?”) The old things did well though, and easily 

kept up with the moderns, although the M535i wore 

out a wheel bearing and had to take the final few 

hundred miles a little easier.

Le Mans Classic is held every two years and is 24 

hours of classic car racing, but not continuously. There 

are six categories of cars, from pre-war to 1979, and 

each has three, one hour races in the 24 hour period; 

one of which is in darkness. The grids are huge with 

68 classic cars in each race and, given their value, they 

represent many millions of pounds worth of metal, each 

of which is determined to go faster than the one in 

front. For BMW fans, while the pre-war grid contained 

three 328s, most interest was in grid six for cars from 

1972-1979. This grid contained five M1 Pro-cars, five 

CSLs, a 320i and a 2002 as well as BMW powered 

Lolas, Chevrons, Osellas and Saubers. Dieter Quester 

piloted the number 9 Group 2 factory CSL. He won his 

class in this very car at the 1973 Le Mans. This CSL has 

had a long and successful competition life, winning the 

Touring Car Championship that year including a first at 

the Spa 24 Hours.

The first grid six race was held after a biblical 

hailstorm swept the circuit. This made for entertaining 

racing and played into the hands of the nimbler, less-

powerful cars. Dieter Quester, age 73 and with 53 

24-hour races under his belt, wrung the neck of the 

CSL overtaking 10 cars on the first lap. Starting 56th 

on the grid, he finished 30th. The M1s did even better. 

The number 4 ex-Clay Regazzoni M1 started 47th on 

the grid and after power-sliding its way round the 

sodden track for an hour finished second. The number 

7 M1 started 23rd and finished third. All this against 

allegedly much quicker Porsche 936s, the 935 ‘Moby 

Dick’, Alpine A442s, Lola T289s and Chevron B21s. 

Grid six’s second race was held between 3am 

and 4am and, wuss that I am, I was in my sleeping bag 

for it. It was another wet race and again the M1s did 

well, number 7 finishing 2nd and number 4 finishing 

5th. Consider this: in the wet and darkness, the M1s 

reached 200 km/hr on the Mulsane Straight, the Gulf 

Mirage 240km/hr. The highest placed CSL was the 

3.5 litre number 15 car in 22nd. However, when the 

performance index was applied the little 2002 jumped 

to first position, its physical presence belying the 

enormity of its achievement. 

The final grid six race was dry and the much more 

powerful Porsches, Lolas and Gulf Mirage, some with 

750bhp, rose to the top. Although the number 4 M1 

managed 9th and the top placed CSL was number 9 

in 30th position. The Denim M1 was co-piloted by the 

ex-French Prime Minister François Fillon and came in 

34th. 
Overall a great weekend for the BMW cars 

and, for spectators like us, a great spectacle. I’ve 

not mentioned the other grids, but they are packed 

with rare and valuable cars. The racing is tough and 

the dicing close, occasionally a car spins off and 

sometimes they collide. Considering the value of these 

cars and the difficulty of repairing them if damaged, 

it’s great their owners let them onto the track at all.

Away from the racing there was plenty more to 

see. There are 8000 classic cars on display plus those 

parked up in camp sites. The major car clubs display 

around the infield Bugatti circuit which the race 

cars parade along before each race. Porsche had the 

biggest display with more than 1000 cars spanning 

pretty much every model in the firm’s range, however 

BMW was not far behind. BMW Classic had a display 

containing another M1 Pro-car, road going CSL and 

328, and the Amon/Stuck racing CSL; while the French 

BMW Car Club and 2002 Club had a great selection of 

classics. They were kind enough to invite our M535i 

and CSL onto their display. Pick of the bunch in the 

BMW display were probably the red M1, E30 Alpina 

M3, gorgeous inka Alpina CSL and the Glas’s. 

Being France it’s great to spot and try to recognise 

the wonderful and weird French classics that you never 

see in the UK: cars by Rene Bonnet, Matra, Ligier, 

Salmson, Panhard, Sovam, and Hommel.

Our highlight of the weekend came as we 

departed the circuit on Sunday evening. Most cars 

had left and on the way out we took a ‘wrong’ turn, 

drove through an open gate and found ourselves on the 

actual circuit. 

We did a few runs from the Dunlop bridge, 

through the Esses and up to Tertre Rouge, each run a 

little faster. On the final run we grabbed some photos 

and then made a strategic withdrawal before anyone 

caught us. It might not have been much, but turn your 

imagination up to 11 and you can hear the tyres squeal 

as we drift through the esses and onto the Mulsanne 

straight.
In no particular order, our memories are of the 

weather, lack of sleep, impressive headaches, fabulous 

motor cars, courageous drivers, generous owners, 

great company and a unique location. We’ll be back in 

2014, but with more Alka-Seltzers.

24 hours of classic car racing every other year – 

‘animals in their natural habitat!’

A ‘wrong’ turn finds us on the circuit

The queue at the ferry; every car a classic

The three heroes; CSL, M535i and E3

M1 contemplates overtaking opportunities in 

the first lap melange

Words and photography by Richard Head

At Quorum, we specialise in producing 
magazines and newsletters for associations, 
clubs and special-interest publishers. We focus 
on making the whole process easy, effi cient 
and professionally satisfying for all our clients.
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Heli-logging 

Devon style

Tony lane is the senior 

consultant of a M lane ltd, 

Tree and Safety consultants, 

and practises in arboricultural 

consultancy as well as giving 

safety advice to businesses 

in the land-based sector. 

This is his account of a ‘once 

in a lifetime’ arboricultural 

challenge.

“Young Guns – Born to win”
Welcome to The 2012 Festival of Speed

racers including Jenson Button, Lewis Hamilton 
and Mark Webber screech their F1 chariots up 
the hill. You couldn’t see a more diverse range of 
vehicles both on display and attempting the hill 
anywhere. The spectrum on display ranged from 
200mph supercars to steam-powered carriages 
of the 19th Century, and from 3000bhp top fuel 
dragsters to classic rally cars even a racing 
truck. This year’s Festival of Speed attracted 
the heroic and the evocative from every era in 
an exuberant display of style, sound, smell and 
colour.   

 Underpinning everything, as ever, were 
Britain’s precious motoring and racing traditions, 
embodied this year by Jaguar heroes Sir Stirling 
Moss and Norman Dewis, who took repeatedly 
to the track, waving to the effusive crowd, in 
a beautiful pale green C-type Jaguar. At one 
point on the start line they were chatting so 
animatedly about old adventures that the starter 
had to interrupt them to drop the flag. It was such 
sights that made the whole thing worthwhile.

The 2012 Festival of Speed theme was 
‘Young Guns – Born to Win’, celebrating drivers, 

riders, designers and engineers whose supreme 
talent and insatiable thirst for speed shocked 
the establishment, affording them immediate 
superstar status and made history.

Throughout motor sport history, an elite 
group of newcomers have announced their 
arrival on the world stage with performances so 
stunning as to instantly rewrite the status quo.  
From Bernd Rosemeyer and Mike Hawthorn, to 
Emerson Fittipaldi and Lewis Hamilton, Mike 
Hailwood and Valentino Rossi, to Henri Toivonen 
and Colin McRae, all made an impact that was as 
immediate as it is indelible.  

The 2012 Festival of Speed celebrated the 
careers of these overnight sensations – some 
of whom fulfilled their full promise; others who 
shone briefly before fading; but all of whom 
secured their own special place in motor sport’s 
rich tapestry. 

Alongside this central theme, the 2012 
Festival celebrated the past, present and future 
achievements of Lotus as this pioneering 
British race and sports car manufacturer marks 
a number of important anniversaries in 2012. 

Inspired by the incomparable Colin Chapman, 
this small British company utilised unparalleled 
technical ingenuity to dominate all levels of 
motor sport, from club racing to Formula 1, 
creating a glorious and enduring legacy. A 
spectacular collection of winning Lotus cars, 
from F1, Indycars, saloons and sports cars, were 
a key attraction at this year’s Festival. 

The Moving Motor Show presented by Auto 
Trader, returned for the third time on Thursday in 
2012. It is an important addition to the Festival 
of Speed, enabling a limited number of lucky 
motoring enthusiasts and new car buyers a 
chance to see the very latest models up close 
for the first time in the UK, and in some cases, 
also climb aboard and experience the vehicles 
first-hand strictly at the invitation of the 
attending vehicle manufacturers. BMW UK had 
a fleet of F10 M5s to shoot lucky customers and 
corporate guests up the Hill throughout the day 
on Thursday.

The Moving Motor Show is a direct response 
to the continued enthusiasm and demand from 
vehicle manufacturers and motoring fans for an 

Lord March and the Goodwood organisers 
have a genuine passion for motor sport. After 
all, motor sport is in their blood with motor 
racing roots going back to the 1930s. 
In the summer of 1936 the Earl of March and 9th 
Duke of Richmond – better known as the talented 
automotive designer, engineer, racing driver 
and Brooklands winner Freddie March – held 
a private hillclimb for the Lancia Car Club at 
Goodwood House. He won it, naturally, and in 
doing so inspired his grandson, the present Earl 
of March, to create a new and exciting racing 
event at his family home.  The resulting event 
was the Festival of Speed.

The inaugural event was held in the summer 
of 1993, and attracted 25,000 spectators. 
Today, the Festival of Speed has become 
firmly established as the must attend annual 
celebration of motoring culture. Its enduring 
popularity means entrance is now capped 

with admission strictly by advance ticket only. 
Visitors travel from all over the world to attend. 

The Goodwood Festival of Speed is now 
considered to be the largest motoring garden 
party in the world. Normally a unique summer 
weekend that brings together an impossibly 
heady mix of cars, stars and motor sport ‘royalty’ 
to create the largest car culture event in the 
world. The only thing missing this year was the 
wall to wall sunshine, a pretty consistent feature 
of most events this summer. The Festival, held 
in the immaculate grounds of Goodwood House 
features the now annual hill-climb event bringing 
a true celebration of motor sport and all things 
automotive. Luckily, intermittent sun shone 
enough through the weekend to make this one of 
the happiest events ever, and one of the largest. 
Early reports put attendance at the ticket-only 
event at the magic 200,000 the organisers have 
been seeking for the past few years. 

The Festival’s secret is to combine the 
spectacularly predictable – such as most F1 
teams smokely demonstrating their cars a 
week before they take to the British GP grid at 

Silverstone – with the new and unexpected.  
The event has now expanded way beyond 

the hillclimb and now includes a host of other 
adrenaline-fuelled attractions. These include a 
challenging loose-surface Forest Rally Stage, 
the high-speed Supercar Run, the Cartier ‘Style 
et Luxe’ concours d’elegance, world debuts of 
new car models and the ‘FoS-TECH’ technology 
pavilion with its advanced automotive 
technology displays. The FoS-TECH display, 
populated mostly with electric cars, featured 
futuristic offerings from everyone from Morgan 
to Kia, and the evocative Ford EVOS concept.

Today the Festival of Speed’s extraordinary 
atmosphere and uniquely intoxicating blend of 
speed and drama makes it a must for everyone 
that relishes the prospect of getting up close to 
both the priceless vehicles and famous racing 
drivers, riders and celebrities. 

No other event combines such a diverse and 
authentic collection of cars and motorbikes with 
a star-studded line-up of drivers in one place. 
This year was no exception and over the course 
of the event we would see current Formula 1 

Gerry Judah’s gigantic sculpture celebrating 
Lotus as leading marque in 2012

Words by Steve Miller and Photos By Darren Teagles
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Newsletter of the Veteran-Cycle Club • Founded in 1955 as Southern Veteran-Cycle Club

RELAX IN RURAL BRITTANY

Stay in the tranquil hinterland of Brittany SW of historic 
Dinan. Good cycling on well-surfaced, traffic-free roads 
and lanes. Local sign-posted ATB circuit through idyllic 
countryside. Walk along forest paths. Visit the coast for 
quiet beaches and spectacular scenery. Good, cheap 

restaurants. 
Or relax in our peaceful garden 
looking south over a fishing lake.

One hour from St Malo, the house facing open  
countryside sleeps up to 10 in four bedrooms. 

All mod cons plus t/tennis and BBQ. 
Equipped for children. Or romantic cottage 

in grounds – ideal for couple but would take three. 
Selection of bikes. 

From £180 per week

Anne & Les Bowerman ☎ 01483 224876

If you are not Riding or 
Restoring then why not 
Research the Library website?

You can enter from the V-CC website or the 
National Cycle Collection home page. If it’s 
your first time you need to register with your 
membership number. Create your username 
and password and you are away!

Back copies of News & Views and The Boneshaker 
can be downloaded as well as over 5,000 other 
items including many cycle catalogues.

We encourage you to scan 
and donate new material. 
Please apply to Ray Miller 
by email on rayj.miller@
virgin.net for a note 
on scanning policy and 
copyright

 Transport Collector Auctions
 Budds Farm, Barrington, Somerset, TA19 0JB 

 Email: peter@tc-auctions.com

 Website: www.tc-auctions.com

Following our recent highly successful sale where yet again, 
over 94% of the lots entered found new homes and over 
150 enthusiasts registered to bid on the day.

Transport Collector Auctions’ next

Cycling & Cycling Memorabilia Auction Sale
will be on Sunday 20th May, 2012 
at Barrington Village Hall, Barrington, Somerset, TA19 0JE

Already consigned to this ever-popular sale is a one-owner 
collection of bicycles and tricycles to include a splendid

  c1885 Quadrant Tricycle Company 
 No. 8 Gentleman’s Tricycle
 Estimate: £4000–6000

This machine is an older restoration and has just been removed from long-term storage. It is in splendid, useable condition 
and will be one of several high-quality machines offered at this sale. There will also be a good selection of lightweights, 
roadsters, ladies machines, literature, signage and cycling accoutrements on offer.

We are now accepting further entries for this sale.
Please telephone Peter Card on 01460 55955 for a confidential and discreet discussion about your collection or single item, and the likely value 
of your property at auction. Alternatively, you may prefer to write to him at the above address.

TO PLACE A COMMERCIAL 
DISPLAY ADVERTISEMENT IN

News &  Views
Please contact:  

Brian Hayward, Highwheeler House,  
4 Neata Farm, Market Lane, Greet,  

Gloucestershire gl54 5bl, 
01242 603418

highwheelerbrian@aol.com

Member’s classified ads should still be sent to Phil (see page 3)

THE FELLOWSHIP OF CYCLING OLD-TIMERS

N&V is not the only journal 
concerned with cycling history. 
Each quarter Fellowship News 
carries much of  interest to 
veteran cycle enthusiasts as well as 
enabling you to make and renew 
friendships, offer and seek advice 
and express an opinion.

For details & sample send £1 in stamps to: John Wood, 
95A Cornwall Rd., Midanbury, Southampton SO18 2QX 
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In the past several limbs had been 

propped with lengths of yew wood and 

two cables had been installed to keep 

the trunk from splitting. In February 

one of the two cable braces failed and 

a large crack appeared in the trunk of 

the tree. This was noticed by one of 

the site wardens and the council’s tree 

team were informed. 

During the tree inspection close attention 

was paid to the pattern of the crack to 

ascertain which part of the tree had 

moved and in what direction. The trunk 

is very large and mostly hollow. There 

are two distinct stems, one much larger 

than the other. The cable that failed 

was between the two stems and when 

it snapped a large longitudinal crack 

opened – approximately 5cm wide at the 

top and tapering as it extended down by 

approximately 1m, at which point there was 

some sheer cracking. The crown of the 

tree is asymmetric; the trunk leans and the 

majority of the crown is to the south-east 

of the trunk. It appeared to us that the tree 

had moved towards the south-west.

Just 2 miles from the centre of Bristol, the 

Ashton Court estate is a major recreational 

area for Bristol and North Somerset. With 

over 1.6 million visitors annually, it is the 

UK’s third busiest country park. With this 

many visitors an unstable tree requires 

attention to protect the visiting public. 

After the inspection it was clear that 

swift action was needed to stop the tree 

from collapsing. We decided that the 

best approach would be to replace the 

old props to prevent the tree from falling 

down. Two temporary braces comprised 

of ropes with webbing stops were installed 

immediately to try to stop further cracking 

before the props were installed. We also 

installed an acro prop as a temporary 

support for the largest limb. The area 

around the tree was fenced off to prevent 

visitors from entering the target zone.

We contacted Rupert Newman of a local 

firm called Westwind Oak who specialise 

in making handcrafted oak buildings 

(www.westwindoak.com). They designed 

the props with us and with help from two 

structural engineers.

We decided to make the props out of 

very chunky oak beams (25cm × 15cm). 

Several designs were discussed and finally 

we decided to go for an A-frame with a 

scissor head. The A-frame design has 

been used to give each prop extra stability. 

The scissor head was used because trees 

such as this have the potential to move in 

several directions, and in this case there 

was a real risk of torsion loading causing 

the tree to twist (several of the old yew 

props had started to lean). Interestingly 

a similar design has been used to prop 

the famous Ketts Oak in Norfolk; that was 

propped in the 1960s with a single prop 

and it remains standing today.

The type of foundations to use was 

a cause for concern. The engineers 

recommended concrete foundations dug 

into the ground. We were against this as 

it could cause significant root damage. 

We considered screw-piles but decided 

against them because we would have had 

to employ contractors to install them in 

precise locations and it would also have 

required precision in the placing of the 

The two largest props required mechanical assistance to put in place.

The cracks are in two locations around the trunk. 

First crack

Second crack

THETHETHETHETHETHE

MIGHTYMIGHTYMIGHTY
DELTA DELTA DELTA XH558XH558XH558

An iconic British Aircraft that was way ahead of its time

MY OTHER CLASSIC
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It’s a Le Mans World

Zoos are great, but wildlife reserves are 

better. To see animals in their natural habitat 

is always better than seeing them on display. 

And so it is with classic cars, which is what 

makes Le Mans Classic so special. 

The classic car spotting starts on the drive down to 

the port. As we get closer the number of classics seen 

in their natural habitat steadily increases, until in the 

queue for the ferry classic cars are in the majority. 

Once across the Channel and en route to Le Mans we 

continually pass, and get passed by, classics in the 

wild. The Ferrari F40 is a wonderful car to see at a 

show, but it’s so much more impressive when you are 

passed by one driven at full tilt, as its maker intended.

We made the trip to Le Mans in a group of seven 

cars, three of them old BMWs: Martin Rogers’ E3 

2500, Steve House’s E12 M535i and my E9 CSL. Driving 

old cars long distances is much more involved than 

driving a modern. We were fortunate to off-load heavy 

kit into the moderns so as not to stress the old frames 

too much, but we still drove with half an eye on the 

gauges and nostrils flared, ears pricked for unusual 

smells or sounds (“Is that clutch smell me or the TR4 

ahead?”) The old things did well though, and easily 

kept up with the moderns, although the M535i wore 

out a wheel bearing and had to take the final few 

hundred miles a little easier.

Le Mans Classic is held every two years and is 24 

hours of classic car racing, but not continuously. There 

are six categories of cars, from pre-war to 1979, and 

each has three, one hour races in the 24 hour period; 

one of which is in darkness. The grids are huge with 

68 classic cars in each race and, given their value, they 

represent many millions of pounds worth of metal, each 

of which is determined to go faster than the one in 

front. For BMW fans, while the pre-war grid contained 

three 328s, most interest was in grid six for cars from 

1972-1979. This grid contained five M1 Pro-cars, five 

CSLs, a 320i and a 2002 as well as BMW powered 

Lolas, Chevrons, Osellas and Saubers. Dieter Quester 

piloted the number 9 Group 2 factory CSL. He won his 

class in this very car at the 1973 Le Mans. This CSL has 

had a long and successful competition life, winning the 

Touring Car Championship that year including a first at 

the Spa 24 Hours.

The first grid six race was held after a biblical 

hailstorm swept the circuit. This made for entertaining 

racing and played into the hands of the nimbler, less-

powerful cars. Dieter Quester, age 73 and with 53 

24-hour races under his belt, wrung the neck of the 

CSL overtaking 10 cars on the first lap. Starting 56th 

on the grid, he finished 30th. The M1s did even better. 

The number 4 ex-Clay Regazzoni M1 started 47th on 

the grid and after power-sliding its way round the 

sodden track for an hour finished second. The number 

7 M1 started 23rd and finished third. All this against 

allegedly much quicker Porsche 936s, the 935 ‘Moby 

Dick’, Alpine A442s, Lola T289s and Chevron B21s. 

Grid six’s second race was held between 3am 

and 4am and, wuss that I am, I was in my sleeping bag 

for it. It was another wet race and again the M1s did 

well, number 7 finishing 2nd and number 4 finishing 

5th. Consider this: in the wet and darkness, the M1s 

reached 200 km/hr on the Mulsane Straight, the Gulf 

Mirage 240km/hr. The highest placed CSL was the 

3.5 litre number 15 car in 22nd. However, when the 

performance index was applied the little 2002 jumped 

to first position, its physical presence belying the 

enormity of its achievement. 

The final grid six race was dry and the much more 

powerful Porsches, Lolas and Gulf Mirage, some with 

750bhp, rose to the top. Although the number 4 M1 

managed 9th and the top placed CSL was number 9 

in 30th position. The Denim M1 was co-piloted by the 

ex-French Prime Minister François Fillon and came in 

34th. 
Overall a great weekend for the BMW cars 

and, for spectators like us, a great spectacle. I’ve 

not mentioned the other grids, but they are packed 

with rare and valuable cars. The racing is tough and 

the dicing close, occasionally a car spins off and 

sometimes they collide. Considering the value of these 

cars and the difficulty of repairing them if damaged, 

it’s great their owners let them onto the track at all.

Away from the racing there was plenty more to 

see. There are 8000 classic cars on display plus those 

parked up in camp sites. The major car clubs display 

around the infield Bugatti circuit which the race 

cars parade along before each race. Porsche had the 

biggest display with more than 1000 cars spanning 

pretty much every model in the firm’s range, however 

BMW was not far behind. BMW Classic had a display 

containing another M1 Pro-car, road going CSL and 

328, and the Amon/Stuck racing CSL; while the French 

BMW Car Club and 2002 Club had a great selection of 

classics. They were kind enough to invite our M535i 

and CSL onto their display. Pick of the bunch in the 

BMW display were probably the red M1, E30 Alpina 

M3, gorgeous inka Alpina CSL and the Glas’s. 

Being France it’s great to spot and try to recognise 

the wonderful and weird French classics that you never 

see in the UK: cars by Rene Bonnet, Matra, Ligier, 

Salmson, Panhard, Sovam, and Hommel.

Our highlight of the weekend came as we 

departed the circuit on Sunday evening. Most cars 

had left and on the way out we took a ‘wrong’ turn, 

drove through an open gate and found ourselves on the 

actual circuit. 

We did a few runs from the Dunlop bridge, 

through the Esses and up to Tertre Rouge, each run a 

little faster. On the final run we grabbed some photos 

and then made a strategic withdrawal before anyone 

caught us. It might not have been much, but turn your 

imagination up to 11 and you can hear the tyres squeal 

as we drift through the esses and onto the Mulsanne 

straight.
In no particular order, our memories are of the 

weather, lack of sleep, impressive headaches, fabulous 

motor cars, courageous drivers, generous owners, 

great company and a unique location. We’ll be back in 

2014, but with more Alka-Seltzers.

24 hours of classic car racing every other year – 

‘animals in their natural habitat!’

A ‘wrong’ turn finds us on the circuit

The queue at the ferry; every car a classic

The three heroes; CSL, M535i and E3

M1 contemplates overtaking opportunities in 

the first lap melange

Words and photography by Richard Head
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Another 60th Anniversary is being 
celebrated in 2012
In addition to our Car Club’s 60th birthday and the 
Diamond Jubilee of Her Majesty the Queen, 1952 
also saw the first flight of the Avro Vulcan. 

Like my Alpina Roadster S, of which there 
were just 167 right-hand-drive cars made and 
only 370 in total, the Avro Vulcan was also built in 
very limited numbers, just 136 in all.

I have been privileged enough to own three 
Alpina Roadster S cars (this must be a record); 
Number 035 in Maldives Blue, Number 344 in 
Japan Red, and my current car Number 155 
(and this one is for keeps), a BMW Individual 
specification in Sapphire Black with Dream Red 
leather interior.

I have also been lucky enough to visit Alpina 
at Buchloe on several occasions, and I’ve seen 
the care and attention to detail that they apply to 

each car built, and for me it 
results in the perfect blend of 

performance and versatility. 
The Vulcan is an iconic British 

aircraft that was way ahead of its time 
in terms of its own design, perfomance and 

versatility.
My first sight of an Avro Vulcan was as a 

five year old at an airshow, ironically at Gaydon 
in Warwickshire during the mid-1970’s. Ironic 
because it is the venue for all BMWCC Board 
Meetings which convene on a bi-monthly basis, 
and it has hosted our National Festival in recent 
years, so I now revisit regularly. 

At that time Gaydon was a fully operational 
RAF airfield, and the Vulcans based there did not 
actually display. This huge aircraft that looked 
like nothing I had previously seen was towed 
out onto the airfield after the show had finished, 
though I have been privileged in seeing a Vulcan 
display on many occasions since. 

There began my fascination with this 
beautiful aircraft, and I was voted onto the 
Vulcan to the Sky Club’s Committee at Cosford 
earlier this year. 

Many thousands more have been touched by 
what’s now known as “The Vulcan Effect” since 
its first flight in 1952, 

After being grounded for almost 14 years, 
Avro Vulcan XH558 finally took to the skies again 
on 17th October 2007. The aircraft had not flown 

Article written by Simon Brookes and 
Lee Broadbent
Vulcan Display Photographs by Andy Slack
Alpina and Vulcan Hanger Photographs by 
Simon Brookes

An aircraft cannot be fully appreciated whilst static in a 
museum, they must be flown and displayed

Cockpit steps

The bomb bay

MY OTHER CLASSIC
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Quorum has been producing magazines and newsletters for over 25 years. We have built up a 
valuable fund of experience and expertise — all of it at our clients’ disposal.

We handle all production processes in-house on one site: from copy checking and layout, 
through printing and binding, to polywrapping and mailing. Our clients know that they can 
safely leave the production management to us — leaving themselves free to focus on editing 
and publishing.

Quorum currently produces over 30 periodicals in a variety of sizes between A5 and A4-plus. 
Printed in mono or in colour, some are saddle-stitched and others perfect bound. Very short 
runs are printed digitally, and short and medium runs are printed by sheet-fed litho. Frequencies 
vary from weekly to twice a year. All jobs receive the same high standard of care.

“Young Guns – Born to win”
Welcome to The 2012 Festival of Speed

racers including Jenson Button, Lewis Hamilton 
and Mark Webber screech their F1 chariots up 
the hill. You couldn’t see a more diverse range of 
vehicles both on display and attempting the hill 
anywhere. The spectrum on display ranged from 
200mph supercars to steam-powered carriages 
of the 19th Century, and from 3000bhp top fuel 
dragsters to classic rally cars even a racing 
truck. This year’s Festival of Speed attracted 
the heroic and the evocative from every era in 
an exuberant display of style, sound, smell and 
colour.   

 Underpinning everything, as ever, were 
Britain’s precious motoring and racing traditions, 
embodied this year by Jaguar heroes Sir Stirling 
Moss and Norman Dewis, who took repeatedly 
to the track, waving to the effusive crowd, in 
a beautiful pale green C-type Jaguar. At one 
point on the start line they were chatting so 
animatedly about old adventures that the starter 
had to interrupt them to drop the flag. It was such 
sights that made the whole thing worthwhile.

The 2012 Festival of Speed theme was 
‘Young Guns – Born to Win’, celebrating drivers, 

riders, designers and engineers whose supreme 
talent and insatiable thirst for speed shocked 
the establishment, affording them immediate 
superstar status and made history.

Throughout motor sport history, an elite 
group of newcomers have announced their 
arrival on the world stage with performances so 
stunning as to instantly rewrite the status quo.  
From Bernd Rosemeyer and Mike Hawthorn, to 
Emerson Fittipaldi and Lewis Hamilton, Mike 
Hailwood and Valentino Rossi, to Henri Toivonen 
and Colin McRae, all made an impact that was as 
immediate as it is indelible.  

The 2012 Festival of Speed celebrated the 
careers of these overnight sensations – some 
of whom fulfilled their full promise; others who 
shone briefly before fading; but all of whom 
secured their own special place in motor sport’s 
rich tapestry. 

Alongside this central theme, the 2012 
Festival celebrated the past, present and future 
achievements of Lotus as this pioneering 
British race and sports car manufacturer marks 
a number of important anniversaries in 2012. 

Inspired by the incomparable Colin Chapman, 
this small British company utilised unparalleled 
technical ingenuity to dominate all levels of 
motor sport, from club racing to Formula 1, 
creating a glorious and enduring legacy. A 
spectacular collection of winning Lotus cars, 
from F1, Indycars, saloons and sports cars, were 
a key attraction at this year’s Festival. 

The Moving Motor Show presented by Auto 
Trader, returned for the third time on Thursday in 
2012. It is an important addition to the Festival 
of Speed, enabling a limited number of lucky 
motoring enthusiasts and new car buyers a 
chance to see the very latest models up close 
for the first time in the UK, and in some cases, 
also climb aboard and experience the vehicles 
first-hand strictly at the invitation of the 
attending vehicle manufacturers. BMW UK had 
a fleet of F10 M5s to shoot lucky customers and 
corporate guests up the Hill throughout the day 
on Thursday.

The Moving Motor Show is a direct response 
to the continued enthusiasm and demand from 
vehicle manufacturers and motoring fans for an 

Lord March and the Goodwood organisers 
have a genuine passion for motor sport. After 
all, motor sport is in their blood with motor 
racing roots going back to the 1930s. 
In the summer of 1936 the Earl of March and 9th 
Duke of Richmond – better known as the talented 
automotive designer, engineer, racing driver 
and Brooklands winner Freddie March – held 
a private hillclimb for the Lancia Car Club at 
Goodwood House. He won it, naturally, and in 
doing so inspired his grandson, the present Earl 
of March, to create a new and exciting racing 
event at his family home.  The resulting event 
was the Festival of Speed.

The inaugural event was held in the summer 
of 1993, and attracted 25,000 spectators. 
Today, the Festival of Speed has become 
firmly established as the must attend annual 
celebration of motoring culture. Its enduring 
popularity means entrance is now capped 

with admission strictly by advance ticket only. 
Visitors travel from all over the world to attend. 

The Goodwood Festival of Speed is now 
considered to be the largest motoring garden 
party in the world. Normally a unique summer 
weekend that brings together an impossibly 
heady mix of cars, stars and motor sport ‘royalty’ 
to create the largest car culture event in the 
world. The only thing missing this year was the 
wall to wall sunshine, a pretty consistent feature 
of most events this summer. The Festival, held 
in the immaculate grounds of Goodwood House 
features the now annual hill-climb event bringing 
a true celebration of motor sport and all things 
automotive. Luckily, intermittent sun shone 
enough through the weekend to make this one of 
the happiest events ever, and one of the largest. 
Early reports put attendance at the ticket-only 
event at the magic 200,000 the organisers have 
been seeking for the past few years. 

The Festival’s secret is to combine the 
spectacularly predictable – such as most F1 
teams smokely demonstrating their cars a 
week before they take to the British GP grid at 

Silverstone – with the new and unexpected.  
The event has now expanded way beyond 

the hillclimb and now includes a host of other 
adrenaline-fuelled attractions. These include a 
challenging loose-surface Forest Rally Stage, 
the high-speed Supercar Run, the Cartier ‘Style 
et Luxe’ concours d’elegance, world debuts of 
new car models and the ‘FoS-TECH’ technology 
pavilion with its advanced automotive 
technology displays. The FoS-TECH display, 
populated mostly with electric cars, featured 
futuristic offerings from everyone from Morgan 
to Kia, and the evocative Ford EVOS concept.

Today the Festival of Speed’s extraordinary 
atmosphere and uniquely intoxicating blend of 
speed and drama makes it a must for everyone 
that relishes the prospect of getting up close to 
both the priceless vehicles and famous racing 
drivers, riders and celebrities. 

No other event combines such a diverse and 
authentic collection of cars and motorbikes with 
a star-studded line-up of drivers in one place. 
This year was no exception and over the course 
of the event we would see current Formula 1 

Gerry Judah’s gigantic sculpture celebrating 
Lotus as leading marque in 2012

Words by Steve Miller and Photos By Darren Teagles
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• Specialists in membership periodicals

• Individually tailored service

• All production on one site

• Design and artwork if required

• On-line proofi ng

• Short and medium runs

• Sheet-fed litho or digital

• Stitched or perfect bound

• Full mailing service

Quorum’s studio is fl exible and versatile. Supply us with words and pictures for a full design 
and layout service; or simply ask us to double-check your own fi nal fi les before printing. We 
handle fi les in all formats and adapt our procedures to suit your preferred way of working.

Quorum can help to develop your publication. If it’s time for a change, just ask for suggestions 
on style, paper and costs. We’ll provide samples and dummies as a matter of course.

Appointing a new Editor? Quorum is appreciated for providing rookie editors with as much 
support as is asked for, whether through face-to-face meetings, emails or phone. We take the 
mystery out of print — so it’s easy to focus on the creative ideas that generate great magazines.

Make your life easier. Talk to us now about using Quorum as your production partner.

01242 584984
www.quorumprint.co.uk 

enquiries@quorumprint.co.uk
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“The Vintage Sports-Car Club has been relying on 
Quorum for much of its printing and subsequent 
distribution solutions for many years. Their service is 
always reliable and fl exible ensuring that we are able 
to offer quality newsletters, magazines, brochures, and 
event programmes in a timely and effective manner.”

Mike Stripe
Club Secretary
Vintage Sports-Car Club

“We have been using Quorum to design and print 
our Club magazine for some ten years and I have 
always found them most helpful and courteous. Their 
design team have managed to interpret my wishes 
extremely well and the results have always been to 
a high standard. I look forward to working with 
them in the future.”

Richard Alexander
Editor Review
Bentley Drivers Club

“Quorum will rise to any challenge — and will come 
up with a high quality, well-designed and economic 
solution. After four years of working together, the 
Arboricultural Association continues to be impressed 
and delighted with the personal and fl exible yet highly 
professional service that Quorum provides. Whether it 
is design, magazine or stationery printing, posters and 
display materials, mailing or stock management, the 
quality of both service and product is second to none.“

Simon Richmond
Editor The Arb Magazine
Arboricultural Association

‘delighted’‘helpful’

‘fl exible’
‘quality’ ‘reliable’

‘high standard’

‘economic’

THE BULLETIN

VINTAGE SPORTS-CAR CLUB
NO. 276 Summer 2012

ISSN: 1355-543X

OF THE

B E N T L E Y  D R I V E R S  C L U B

R E V I E W

J u n e  2 0 1 2  2 8 1

ARB
Issue 157   Summer 2012      www.trees.org.uk

Magazine

NEWS, EVENTS, SCIENCE AND OPINION

The
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Also... 
The ARB Show is coming!

Reaction to new NTSG guidance

TPOs and the law

Olympic Park: 4000 trees planted

Profi le:
How to recognise 
Asian longhorn beetle: 
fi rst UK outbreak

Quorum brochure.indd   1 08/02/2017   11:48

http://www.trees.org.uk/


Quorum Print Services Ltd
Units 3&4 Lansdown Industrial Estate
Gloucester Road
Cheltenham
Gloucestershire GL51 8PL

T 01242 584984
F 01242 527634
enquiries@quorumprint.co.uk

Proofing Made Easy
When Quorum’s studio lays out your 
magazine, “Proofstream” lets you check 
proofs quickly and easily on line.

There’s now a new way to look at proofs. Instead of relying on paper proofs sent in the post, or PDF 
files sent by email, Quorum’s Proofstream system allows you to view the finished pages instantly in 
your computer’s web browser.

There’s no need for you to install special software. The hassle of delayed post or lost email attachments 
disappears. As soon as Quorum staff have completed a page or article, you can view it immediately — 
wherever you have a computer (including iPad) and an internet connection.

Proofstream allows you to show corrections or sign off pages on screen, it lets you view the current 
status of all pages in the magazine, and it automatically sends an email alert when you have finished 
with a page or if another is ready for you to view.

If several people need to see proofs 
that’s no problem either — as many as 
necessary can use the system. And all will 
be viewing current versions of pages, so 
mix-ups won’t happen. No pages will be 
passed for press until everyone concerned 
has signed them off.

It won’t be appropriate for everyone, 
but for larger, more complex magazines 
Proofstream automates and speeds up the 
entire production process.

www.quorumprint.co.uk
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